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 2023 Tribal Grants to Reduce Toxics in the 
Columbia River Basin | US EPA

 https://www.epa.gov/columbiariver/2023-
tribal-grants-reduce-toxics-columbia-river-
basin

 Project 100% funded by EPA

 Ambush Rock one of eight basin-wide 
projects.
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Ambush 
Rock



History
o Used as a dump starting 

around 1910

o Unpermitted landfill until 
1973

o Illegal dumping continued 
until the mid-1990’s

o Extent and types of waste 
material disposed are 
unknown

o Site inspection performed 
in 2022 to determine if 
CERCLA (Superfund)is 
warranted



Current History
 Boundary County deeded the 10-acre property 

back to the Tribe in 1993

 “as is” – no remediation

 Various site assessments by the EPA

 2022 Site Inspection Report



EPA 2022 Site Inspection Report

 Characterization of 
waste

 Off-site migration?

 Estimate waste 
load



What was the Problem?



Core Dump 
Area
o @2 acres of heavily 

impacted land

o Nested between two rock 
outcroppings

o Estimated 23000 cubic 
yards of waste



What’s There?
o PCB’s

o VOC’s

o Pesticides (DDT, Aroclor, 
etc.)

o Heavy metals





Why We care?
 Ambush Rock is 

adjacent to The 
Kootenai River

 Critical spawning 
habitat for ESA-listed 
Kootenai River white 
sturgeon

 Some toxics exceed 
criteria for human health

 Concerns of off-site 
migration

 Environmental justice



EPA Grant Funding

 2022 application package for an EPA grant

 Columbia River Basin Toxics Reduction focus 
– small site, non-CERCLA clean-up

 EPA to provide funds

 3-Year process



Project Overview
 Remove vegetation from impacted area

 Remove large metal and wood debris



Soil Restoration
 Clay-based cap layer 

– inhibits percolation 
through the site

 Soil layer to improve 
survivability of native 
plants, shrubs, and 
trees

 Mitigate human 
health hazards



June 17 – Clean-up Begins











Debris Removal







Wetland Preservation





 31.4 tons of debris removed and recycled

 Metal taken to the scrap yard

 14,367 cubic yards of cap and cover 
material

 Clean-up ran from 6/17 through 7/24
 Fun Fact: Due to the 

   era of the dump, 

   plastic was not present

Clean-up Statistics



Soil Augmentation





Before and After



Road and Trail Construction



Main Gate Installation



Northside Gate Installation



Shoreline Clean-up - July 3

 Boundary Search and Rescue Dive Team 
– Dave Kramer, Rich Stephens, Caleb 
Watts, Tony Jeppesen, Travis Stolley

 Volunteered to rig cars/practice using 
new equipment

 Two jetboats

 GBI staff and KTOI staff



















Revegetation

 Native plants – 
resilient to drought

 Browse protection

 Scheduled watering 
and maintenance



 10 fence exclosures

 40 individual browse protector cages



 181 native trees and shrubs 

 Seeded 1.08 acres with reclamation seed mix

 Installation of erosion control measures







Native Plants



Current Project Status

 Second planting in the spring of 2025

 Seed with native pollinator plants

 Work with NWT to maintain and water the 
plantings

 Early summer open house for the public 
TBD



The Future….
o Years to fully recover

o Limit access until 
vegetation established



Questions?
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